
PROFILES OF TRUE SPIRITUALITY
Part 13



Introduction

Two weeks ago we began to explore the ongoing debate about what it 
means to be human. After citing various views of the origin and nature 
of the human soul and body, we briefly considered the ideological and 
philosophical positions of an annihilationist (Bertrand Russell), a logical 
positivist (Auguste Comte), a neuroscientist (Sam Harris), and a 
psychoanalyst (Sigmund Freud). In addition, we noted the creation 
story as told in the Torah where the concept of the imago Dei was first 
introduced by revelation through Moses.  
Today, we will review what man was like before the Fall, including the 
elements of the divine image, and then consider the dire consequences 
of the Fall of man (male and female) and the only means of escape 
from them.
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Elements of the Divine Image

• Rational aptitudes (intellectual power; First Principles: Law of Identity, 
Law of Non-Contradiction, & Law of the Excluded Middle)

• Moral aptitudes (good and evil; right and wrong; conscience)
• Capacity for self-transcendence
• Volitional aptitudes (man’s exercise of his will)
• Spirituality (the capacity to know God)
• Immortality (not eternality, but eternal life)
• Emotional aptitudes
• Dominion over the earth (cultural mandate; pre-eminence over the 

animals)



Elements of the Divine Image

• The conviction that the distinction between God and the not-god is 
ultimate and undiminishable

• Self-consciousness (the immediate certainty of my own being)



Schaeffer: What I Am, As a Man

• “You have been made in His image, so you are there.”
• Rational and moral.
• I am separated from God, because He is infinite and I am finite.
• I am separated from the animals, the plants, and the machines; they 

are not personal, and I am personal.
• “On the side of my personality, I am like God; but on the other side, I 

am like the animals and machines, because they too are finite. But I 
am separated from them because I am personal and they are not.”

• The man without God cannot live in his cocoon of silence.
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A Way Out of an Intellectual Cocoon

“There is from your feet all the way to 
the infinite an answer that enables you 
to make the first move out of your 
intellectual cocoon. God has spoken, 
and what He so teaches is a unity with 
what He has made. Beginning with 
these two things there is a bridge 
stretched before you, as the moon 
stretches a silver bridge across the 
ocean, from the curve of the horizon to 
yourself.”

- Francis Schaeffer
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The Fall of Man

• “In the area of rationality, there is a natural separation of man from 
himself….He has to rely on a leap of absolute mysticism for his 
answers.”

• “In the area of morality, “man cannot escape the fact of the motions 
of a true right and wrong in himself….He cannot bring forth absolute 
standards.” Man longs for infinite freedom but cannot have it.

• In the area of emotions, Schaeffer cites Freud who wrote the 
following to his fiancée: “When you come to me, little Princess, love 
me irrationally.”
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Mankind Spoiled

“Man in the present life is divided in 
his personality. Since the Fall there is 
no truly healthy person in his body, 
and there is no completely balanced 
person psychologically. The result of 
the Fall spoils us as a unit and in all 
our parts.”
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The Effects of the Fall

Guilt

CorruptionPunishment

• Guilt: our liability for breaking 
God’s command.

• Punishment: the curse that comes 
upon the creation and upon 
ourselves because of the first sin.

• Corruption: our continuing 
sinfulness, including our sinful 
heart, and our resulting delight in 
sin.
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“Catastrophic Personality Shock”

“The fall of man was a catastrophic personality shock; it fractured 
human existence with a devastating fault. Ever since, man’s worship 
and contemplation of the living God have been broken, his devotion to 
the divine will shattered. Man’s revolt against God therefore affects his 
entire being; he is now motivated by an inordinate will; he no longer 
loves God nor his neighbor; he devotes human reasoning to the cause 
of spiritual rebellion. He seeks escape from the claim of God upon his 
life and blames his fellow man for his own predicament. His revolt 
against God is at the same time a revolt against truth and the good; his 
rejection of truth is a rejection of God and the good, his defection from 
the good a repudiation of God and the truth.”

- Carl F.H. Henry
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Understanding Guilt

• “Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are 
under the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole 
world may be held accountable (guilty) to God. For by works of the 
law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law 
comes knowledge of sin” (Rom. 3:19-20).

• The Greek word Paul uses “denotes a person or thing which by reason 
of certain facts is so struck by penal righteousness that he must be 
subjected to a trial, to judicial examination, prosecution and 
punishment. ‘Guilty’ in the sense of having offended against the law, 
‘culpable,’ ‘judicially actionable,’ ‘accountable’” (Kittel). 
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The Meaning of “Guilt”

The Greek word “describes the state of an accused person who cannot 
reply at the trial initiated against him because he has exhausted all 
possibilities of refuting the charge against him and averting the 
condemnation and its consequences which ineluctably (irresistibly) 
follow. Since not merely the Gentiles but the Jews too, who look down 
on them, are forced by their own divinely given Law to accept this, the 
result is that every mouth will be stopped and the whole world falls 
under the judgment of God to condemnation, unless God Himself 
establishes a new right, which is what Romans 3:21ff. proclaims as a 
reality actually accomplished in Jesus Christ” (Kittel).
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Freedom From Guilt

• By claiming the finished work of 
Christ on the cross, my conscience 
can be at rest.

• My real guilt has been removed by 
Christ’s death. 

• The feeling that is left is 
psychological guilt. 

• I will never be perfect in this life, 
but “will wait for the second 
coming of Jesus Christ and the 
resurrection of the body to be 
perfect morally, physically, and 
psychologically.”
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Schaeffer’s “Iceberg” Illustration

“Since the Fall, man is divided from himself, 
and so since the Fall, there is that which I 
am that is below the surface. We can think 
of it as the iceberg – one-tenth above, nine-
tenths below – in psychological terms, the 
unconscious or the subconscious….God 
knows the line between my true guilt and 
my guilt feelings. My part is to function in 
that which is above the surface, and to ask 
God to help me to be honest.”
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